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Dear Friends, 
  What is extraordinary 
about the world we are 
living in at the present 
time is that everything 
around us is changing by 

the day; if not by the minute. It occurs to 
me that as I write to you now, just after 
Easter, you will not read these words 
until at least two or three weeks’ time. 
This is always true of a letter in parish 
news of course, but in the spring of 2020 
the difference in those few weeks will be 
changing our landscape in ways that 
does not normally happen. 

The festival of Easter for Christians is 
about the fundamental belief that death is 
not the end. Starting with the 
Resurrection of Christ the whole of 
creation is being renewed in ways those 
early Christians never imagined would be 
possible. We can all see in our present 
situation a lot of the truth of that whether 
we sign up to a creed or not. Who can 
deny the fact that spring this year seems 
so much better than we remember 
seeing it; the birdsong! the new growth! 
The sunshine! Or is it that we have now 
had, forced upon us by present 
circumstances, the time to notice it! 

In the weeks leading up to Easter some 
of us were reading, both together or 
separately, a little book of daily 
reflections on “Care for God’s creation” 
Many people who do not regard 
themselves as religious still feel there is 

something deeply spiritual about our 
concern for the future of our planet. We 
all want to believe that creation is good in 
itself. The loss of species matters not 
just because they might be of use to us, 
but because they are of value in 
themselves, for themselves. This of 
course is echoed in those wonderful 
verses in the book of Genesis: “God saw 
what He had made and, behold it was 
very good.” During this pandemic we 
have been forced to give the environment 
a chance; the skies , the seas and the 
roads are free from traffic pollution as 
one very important example. 

In our personal lives we have been forced 
to rethink our priorities too. We are 
becoming aware that the landscape of 
what used to be ordinary life will look 
very different. In the church this is the 
same as for every other aspect of life. 
Church has become much more digital; it 
is clearly not just dependent on old 
buildings, beautiful as they may be, but 
upon people of faith and how they relate 
to their fellow human beings. Who would 
have thought that we would hear our 
prime minister saying publicly that love 
between people is what really matter in 
life! Hopefully we shall from now on be 
thinking together about how to build a 
more solid kind of hope for our world. 

My love and prayers 

Rev Sheila 
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ABE information 

 

While our churches are closed, our 
worship of God and care of others 
continues. 

We are recording services to view on the 
ABE website. While we will not be 
physically present at these services, we 
will all be able to share spiritually in the 
Eucharist from our own homes. 

To view the latest information and to 
watch the recorded services, visit our 
website at www.parishofabe.org.uk 

 

The parish office 

 

The Parish Office will remain closed for 
the foreseeable future.  Up to date 
information is on our 
website www.parishofabe.org.uk, or  via 
email at: parishofabe@btinternet.com  

 

Foodbank 
 

Now our churches and parish office are 
closed, could you please leave your 
donations in the basket in the Barnham 
Co-op shop. The donations will be taken 
regularly to the Bognor Foodbank which 
now has restricted access. 

Donations can also be made at either 
Sainsburys or Tesco in Bognor Regis. 

The Foodbank particularly needs UHT 
milk, fruit juice, tinned veg of any kind, 
instant mash, tinned fruit, tinned rice 
pudding, toiletries (including soap, toilet 
roll, shampoo, shower gel, deodorant 
etc.). 
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Good news FOr OUR HALLS 
Those of you who visit Eastergate Village Hall 
frequently will know our heating system has 
been hanging by a thread for several years. A 
new boiler, new radiators, new controls and 
new pipe work are desperately needed – the 
current system is over 20 years old. 

Many of you have generously donated 
through supporting fundraisers or gifting 
monies towards this project raising just over 
£6,000 but we have been a way away from 
achieving the full amount. Not any longer!!! 

We applied to the lottery asking for help with 
our project – they are supporting our 
community and have donated £10,000, The 
Barnham Community Trust, led by Terry 
Bedford, have donated £1,470 and Barnham 
and Eastergate Parish Council, led by Chris 
Allington, have donated £3,000. We have 
now achieved the amount needed and work 
can commence.  

We are fortunate enough to be able to take 

advantage of the current situation as the 
building is not in use. The fantastic plumbers 
from Tim Croucher Plumbing and Heating 
will be able to work safely following 
government guidelines. I am overwhelmed at 
the generosity of all involved. 

I think you will all agree this is much needed 
good news!!! Thank you to everyone for 
supporting this project.  The main hall 
windows are next!!! 

Live Quiz Night 

Also, while our community halls are closed, 
there is still lots going on to keep us all 
uplifted and Barnham Community Hall has 
been hosting some brilliant live quizzes on its 
Facebook page. The next two are scheduled 
to take place on 6th and 20th May. To take part 
you will need to “like” the Barnham 
Community Hall Facebook page and go to the 
page just before the quiz starts at 
8pm. Spread the word, put it in the diary, text 
your friends and neighbours. 

Nina-Maria McMaster 
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A Magazine book club? 
I was given the book If Cats Disappeared 
from the World by Genki Kawamura for my 
birthday last December. Little did I think that 
it would be so prophetic. All our thoughts 
were far removed from the global crisis of 
pandemic that we now find ourselves in the 
middle of. The cover on the front, with the 
picture of a dear fluffy black kitten, and the 
name of a Japanese author I had never heard 
of, made the enjoyment I had from reading it 
such a delightful surprise. I thought it might 
be rather morbid when I read the frontispiece 
but it was far from it. I found it difficult to put 
down. A must read! 

I will tempt you into this read with an excerpt  

from the description in 
the front.  

“And so begins a very 

bizarre week…Because 

how do you decide what 

makes life worth living? 

How do you separate out 

what you can do without 

from what you hold 

dear? In dealing with the 

Devil our narrator will take himself-and his 

beloved cat-to the brink.” 

If you do read it let me know what you 
think... or maybe these thoughts could be 
shared in the June magazine… a magazine 
book club perhaps? 

Sheila Higgins 

CHRISTIAN AID 2020 
With this copy of your Parish News you would 
usually receive a small red Christian Aid envelope, 
but with our current restrictions this is not possible. 

Christian Aid is an agency of the churches in Britain 
and Ireland that works around the world with those 
in need of help, regardless of faith or nationality. 
They provide emergency assistance where there is 
great need, and also tackle the effects of poverty at 

its root causes. At home and overseas they campaign to change the structures that keep 
people poor, challenging inequality and injustice.  

The coronavirus outbreak threatens not only to jeopardise the health of a region, but of the 
world. It has shown us that our futures are bound more tightly together than ever before. The 
coronavirus does not discriminate who it targets – rich or poor – experience has shown that it 
will be the poorest who will bear the brunt. 

It is anticipated that some of the world's poorest countries, with the weakest health systems 
and most vulnerable people, will be exposed to this deadly virus. They will struggle to cope 
with any costs of healthcare, the costs of being unable to earn a living while ill or quarantined, 
and the costs of rebuilding their lives  

As we are not able to receive donations in the Parish you can donate to Christian Aid online, 
over the phone by ringing 020 7523 2269 or by making a postal donation to Christian Aid, 35-
41 Lower Marsh, London, SE1 7RL. Visit the website: www.christianaid.org.uk for more 
information. 

Thank you for your support. 
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ABE Community Land 
Trust update 
ABE CLT Housing allocation policy: The CLT 
is developing its own housing allocation 
policy which will give priority to people with 
connection to the two parishes, then 
adjoining Arun parishes. This is being 
discussed with Arun DC and the idea of 
including in ADC’s application form a prompt 
for people to be able to apply to CLT housing 
has been proposed to ADC.  

Possible Housing Schemes: Meetings 
continue to be held with housing associations 
to work up possible arrangements for sites. 
The housing needs survey indicates a need 
for over 40 units, mainly 1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
homes with a few ground floor, wheelchair 
accessible units. The aim of the CLT is to be 
able to offer these at social rents, perhaps 
with some shared ownership housing.  

Clerical support: The CLT has been looking 
for a volunteer to take minutes and has now 
agreed to appoint someone for a few hours 
per month to do this and provide some 
clerical support. Email infoabeclt@gmail.com 
if you are interested. 

Liaison with other bodies: The CLT was 
formed with support from Aldingbourne and 
Barnham and Eastergate Parish Councils 
(PCs) and maintaining a good working 
relationship is important in delivering 
housing that complies with their two 
Neighbourhood Plans. Both PCs have 
appointed observers to the board and a joint 
meeting with our new MP Andrew Griffiths 
has been arranged. 

The CLT Board meets every other month and 
welcomes new members, particularly from 
the Eastergate or Barnham area. Please visit 
www.abecommunitylandtrust.org.uk if you 
would like more information. 

Louise Beaton 

During this current crisis, St. Wilfrid’s are 
doing everything to ensure their services 
continue throughout the complex and ever 
changing situation, without compromising 
the safety of patients and loved ones. By 
adapting the way that care is delivered, the 
Hospice is currently able to provide both care 
and support to over 300 patients. 

Fundraising will be more important than ever, 
once this Covid 19 crisis is over, and I 
sincerely hope to have the Bookshed up and 
running again, as soon as possible. 

The Moonlight Walk, due to take place in 
May, has been re-scheduled for September- 
more details to follow. Once more, thank you 
for supporting your local Hospice. 

Gill Kelly 

 

Westergate W.I. 
"We'll meet again, Don't know where, Don't 
know when" etc has never seemed so apt. but 
don't think us ladies are not busy. We have 
caught up with friends by phone, letter and 
email and we are all of the same mind: the 
novelty is wearing thin but we treat it as a 
challenge and get on with it. After all in the 
long term it will be a small price to pay when 
things are back to normal. In the meantime 
our president, Jacky has set us a challenge to 
knit, sew, paint, garden, cook, paint the 
house or whatever takes our fancy. Has 
anyone started knitting Christmas jumpers? 
When our meetings start again, WHICH THEY 
WILL, we will take examples of our creations 
or photographs of the larger projects to put 
on on display. Until we meet again…  

Catherine White-Aldworth 

B.E.A.D.Y.S.                    
Supporters of                                                                  

St. WILFRID’S HOSPICE 
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOLS 

ORMISTON SIX VILLAGES 

ACADEMY 

 

Embracing lockdown 
 

Congratulations to former pupil Jenny Bathurst, who has an offer of place on 
a journalism course at the University of Brighton. Jenny is the daughter of 
parishioner David Bathurst, who many readers of this magazine will know 
from his record-breaking ‘readathons’ at the parishes’ churches! 

Jenny was interviewed recently in the Chichester Observer about her 
thoughts on life in lockdown. After the inevitable disappointment and worry 
when initially faced with the implications of lockdown on her education, her 
part-time job and face-to-face friendships, she feels extremely fortunate in 
many ways. She is now embracing this period of self-isolation in which she 
feels “is now an opportunity to reset and appreciate everything we took for 
granted…” You can read the full article on the Chichester Observer’s 
website at bit.ly/34TQg1o Do look out for more articles from Jenny in her 
new weekly column in the paper! 

Among the many Easter projects Six Villages pupils have been working on, 
this one deserves special mention! One of our Y7 pupils, along with her 
mum and grandmother, made scrub hats for the NHS – what a brilliant 
gesture! 

Drama pupils and their families were given a 

challenge over Easter to re-create any arts 

performance venue that they had visited or 

would like to visit from anywhere in the 

world, using only things they already had in 

their house. Pupils rose to the challenge 

magnificently, building among other things, 

the Colosseum in Rome, The Minack 

Theatre in Cornwall, The Globe Theatre in 

London, The Great Hall at Disney and the 

Sydney Opera House. 

 

We provide Excellence for All because there is Excellence in All 
www.ormistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk    |    Tel: 01243 546800  

Mason Nally’s Sydney Opera House 
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When lockdown was announced, we 

contacted our parents to ascertain the 

need for us to remain open to support the 

children of keyworkers. At the time of 

writing, there is not the demand, so 

Walberton Pre-School is closed. This for 

me is very hard. I have worked at pre-

school for 20 odd years and it is a massive 

part of who I am. I miss it tremendously 

and I hope that my feelings help me to 

understand and empathise with the 

children who should be at pre-school and 

are wondering why they aren’t. It’s a topsy 

turvy world and it can be scary. And it’s ok 

to say that. 

Just because we’re not physically running 

pre-school from the Village Hall does not 

mean we are not supporting our pre-school 

children. Their world and ours has been 

turned upside down; our routines are all 

changed, we have to stay at home, if we go 

out it is now polite to cross the road if you 

see somebody approaching you on the 

pavement, it is ‘normal’ to keep your front 

door closed and speak to a visitor through 

the window. Imagine trying to understand 

this if you are a small person… 

Our solutions to keeping in touch are 

varied. Every weekday I get dressed in my 

pre-school top and sit in the newly made 

‘story corner from Helen’s house’ and 

record myself reading a book. You can find 

this on Facebook – ‘Walberton Pre-School’. 

There are many more people watching than 

we have at pre-school, and it makes me 

very happy that in my little way I’m 

supporting adults as well as the children. 

It’s so obvious to say, but our social 

interactions are really important for our 

mental health. Lots of kids tv has animated 

characters, which are entertaining and 

funny and also educational, but they are 

not real humans. Our real life social 

interactions have all but dried up, we are 

literally not seeing people and that is part 

of the reason why I think it’s important for 

the children to be able to see me, dressed 

like I do at pre-school, with my hair in a 

messy pony tail, just like the children know 

me.  

My children are all grown, but my colleague, 

Sherry, has a young family and has also 

created a Facebook page, ‘Learn & play at 

home’, where she shares activities that 

she’s doing with her family – it’s inspiring 

and worth a look…  

Before Easter, Mandy and I had a socially 

distant envelope stuffing afternoon… 

Mandy had prepared Easter themed 

activities for all of our pre-school children 

and we sent them through the good old 

fashioned snail mail. It has been wonderful 

to get feedback from the families about 

how excited the children were to receive a 

fat envelope, addressed to them, with a 

sticker “love from Walberton Pre-School” 

on the back. I even heard that one child 

had picked the “tickliest feather” from her 

envelope and chased her big brother 

around the garden with it. 

I hope you have enjoyed reading this 

article. I hope it’s made you smile. I hope 

you find us on Facebook and enjoy a new 

activity or story. A couple of years ago, I 

was seriously ill. I will share with you what 

helped me to get through my dark days. 

Try to have hope. Literally stop, and count 

your blessings. Be grateful for the things 

that sustain you. But sometimes it’s ok that 

all we can do is to keep breathing. All 

things will pass. 

Helen Baxter 
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NEWS FROM OUR Councils 

Since the last edition of ABE Parish News the 
Parish Council has been working virtually with 
email exchanges taking place on some of the 
key issues that we have had to address.  

We have been working hard to support the 
community during these unprecedented times 
and we set up a helpline early on using the 
Managers of the two Community facilities to 
take calls. We have a list of nearly 40 trusted 
volunteers who have been helping deliver 
supplies to those who needed help. We also 
now have a comprehensive list of local 
business and others who can provide support 
and make deliveries of vital supplies. All this 
information is on the website. 
www.barnhamandeastergate.gov.uk 

We have had to put up notices in all the 
playground areas explaining that the facilities 
are closed to the public and we would ask that 
you abide by these notices. The local PCSO 
has assisted us with regular patrols to ensure 
that this is the case. Murrell’s Field and 
Eastergate Field are both open for you to take 
your once a day regular exercise keeping in 
mind social distancing rules. However, we 
have asked that, while dogs can be exercised 
at these facilities, we would ask that they be 
kept on leads to avoid contact with other 
people and that where possible you do not 
use the dog bins for their waste, but instead 
you take it home and double wrap it and place 
it in your domestic bins as this is permitted. 

We would also ask that you try not to use the 
litter bins around the Parish, but again take 
your litter home and place it in your own 

domestic bins as we are not sure how 
regularly the District Council will be 
undertaking emptying of these bins. 

At the moment there are no public meetings 
of the Council, but the government has now 
amended legislation to allow meetings of the 
Council to be held using remote methods 
such as Zoom or Microsoft Teams. The 
council is working with our IT provider to sort 
out the best solution and once that is in place 
we will have the facility to hold meetings, but 
these will only take place when a formal 
decision is required not just for discussion 
items as these will continue via an email 
exchange between Councillors. I will publish 
information on the Council’s website and put 
up notices on the noticeboards in the Parish 
when we are going to hold a meeting as there 
will be the ability for public to be involved. 

Planning applications are continuing to be 
submitted and sent to us for comment, but 
the Planning and Environment Committee 
have the delegated authority to do this via 
email exchanges. However, if a member of the 
public is keen to comment to the Council on 
an application they become aware of then 
please do get in touch. 

Both Community Halls closed their doors on 
the 23 March and will remain closed for the 
foreseeable future and of course the football 
season ended early and we don’t yet know if 
the cricket season will commence at all. 

Until life returns to normal I am available by 
email working from home so if there is 
anything that is giving you cause for concern 
in the Parish or that we can help with do get 
in touch and we can see what can be done. 

In the meantime, stay safe, stay indoors and if 
you have to go out stay local. 

Alison Crabb 

clerk@barnhamcandeastergate-pc.gov.uk 

BARNHAM & 
EASTERGATE  

Parish Council    
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Covid 19: The Council is referring people 
to the WSCC scheme for support for 
vulnerable people: Contact: 01243 
642122, www.westsussex.gov.uk/
campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19/. 

APC has not launched a parish volunteer 
scheme to support vulnerable people, 
owing to lack of capacity to carry out DBS 
checks and organise and support 
volunteers. Please contact 
volunteering@westsussex.gov.uk if you 
are willing to help locally as a volunteer. 

An emergency meeting has been held to 
put delegated powers in place so the clerk 
could continue business as usual. 7th 
April was an informal online meeting to 
update councillors because legislation 
allowing for online local authority 
meetings had not come into effect in time 
to publicise it. All meetings will now take 
place in public online, as advertised on 
the APC website, APC’s Facebook page 
and noticeboards. 

Members of the public wishing to attend 
should let the clerk know, who will send 
the online invitation. The annual parish 
meeting due in May has been cancelled. 

An advert for the Assistant Clerk/
Community Officer post will be posted via 
WSCC, local noticeboards, social media 
once Covid 19 restrictions are lifted. For 
details contact the clerk: 
clerk@aldingbourne-pc.gov.uk. 

Aldingbourne Community Sports Centre: 
The chair of trustees had provided 
detailed figures showing the projected 
deficit from loss of income owing to 
Covid 19. Government support was 
expected and, if insufficient, APC agreed 
to support ACSC in meeting this. 
 

Aldingbourne Neighbourhood Plan 
Review: Public consultation has been 
delayed by Covid and will commence 
online with the APC meeting 5th May 
(subject to any delays imposed by 
government). A slide presentation is 
available on the APC website. Please have 
a look. Comments can be submitted to 
aldingbournenp@gmail.com 
 

Cala Homes housing application: APC 
welcomed Arun’s recent rejection of the 
application for 350 houses West of 
Westergate. Further consultancy work is 
to be commissioned by APC in 
anticipation that an appeal or new 
application is submitted. 
 

Site adjacent to Willows/Lees Yard: A 
planning application for 35 homes had 
been submitted. This site is identified in 
the Neighbourhood Plan for affordable 
homes for local people, but this was not 
made clear in the application. 
 

March Spring Clean: Thanks were given 
to Cllr Harbord for organising the annual 
litter pick on Sun 15th March and to all 
the volunteers who kindly participated. 
 

Next Meeting: 5th May 7,00 pm online. 
Planning committee meets 2nd Tues of 
month at 6.30pm. 

Lindy Nash 

clerk@aldingbourne-pc.gov.uk 

Aldingbourne  

Parish Council 
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The Barnham 
Churchyard Project 
At a time when the coronavirus is on all our 
minds, I thought we should give thanks that 
this is not a disease of the young. The 
registers give us a glimpse of family life in 
the 19th century and I have looked closely at 
the Dash family that lived in Highground 
Lane, off Church Lane, where Sunray and 
Brookside are now. 

The family lived there before Field Cottages 
were built and their farmhouse and gardens 
lay between Church Lane and the rife. 
William Dash was initially described as a 
farmer but soon became a cutter and then 
more accurately described as a castrator (of 
stock). 

In this capacity William would have travelled 
from farm to farm and received an income, 
thereby not having to rely on rearing his own 
animals or growing crops, although it is 

likely that he would have kept pigs and 
chickens as was common in those days. 

In 1851 the family were able to afford a 
young servant and two of the children were 
at school so they were not poor. William and 
his wife, Frances, had ten children. Of these 
five died before the parents: Thomas 1 year 
old, George aged 15, Samuel 1 month, Mary 
Ann 23 and Ellen 9. 

The burial register doesn’t give a cause of 
these deaths which occurred between 1840 
and 1857. However, no doubt William and 
Frances, who lived to be 76 and 68, rejoiced 
in the children that did grow up and in their 
grandchildren that we know at least two of 
their children produced. 

More details can be found in  the Memorial 
File in St Mary's Church. 
 

Sandra Lowton 
01243 553238 

slowton@btopenworld.com 

ABE PARISH History 

Memories of barnham: 
Street Parties, galas and 
the flood 
In 1976, my husband Gary and I moved into 
Barnham. We arrived in Barnham with a pick 
up truck which Gary had hired and decided to 
have lunch in the Murrell Arms before 
unpacking. The pub was much as it is now 
and the only thing on the menu was hock 
with mashed potato and peas or baked 
beans. It was delicious! 

Our first house was in Orchard Way by the 
green, and I remember pushing our baby son 
Andy (now aged 41) in his pushchair through 
the 4ft high road blocks behind what is now 
the Co-op. These must have been a 

throwback from the war and were dangerous 
really as they were lopsided and the path was 
often muddy between them. There was a 
shoe shop in the village (owned by Mr 
Timlick) which always had the right size 
welly boots for the children and also sold hay 
for our guinea pigs! Keith Evans owned the 
butchers and was always cheerful and 
friendly and there was a big Cash and Carry 
where Saxby Close is now. Just by the bridge 
where Robinson’s is was a newsagent, which 
also sold knitting wool and lots of other odds 
and ends. Garden Crescent really was a 
garden centre with a lovely café – it was a 
great place to walk to on a Sunday afternoon. 

In 1977 we had street parties for the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee. Being lucky enough to live in 
Orchard Way, we could all congregate on >> 
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<< the green and share sandwiches and 
lemonade.  The children had a lovely time 
and I remember it was a hot, sunny day.    

It must have been about 30 years ago that 
John Donabie had the brilliant idea to 
resurrect the annual Barnham Gala, which 
apparently was an historic event!  I was on 
the first committee for the gala which we 
held for several years in a row.  The local 
shops, Scouts, Guides and other 
organisations all had floats and after driving 
through the village being cheered and 
clapped, ended up in Philip Howard’s school 
field, where we had games and various stalls.  
I remember one year the Scout float wouldn’t 
go under the bridge and had to drive all the 
way around via Walberton! Gary was scout 
leader at the time and the boys had a lot of 
fun decorating old lorries as “Robin Hood 
and his Merry Men” and “Tour de France”.  
One of the boys was very upset at being 
asked to dress as “Maid Marion”! 

Another day to remember in the village was 
the day the flood came in the 1990s. It rained 
and rained. We had some friends staying 
with us and we decided to walk to the village 
from our house in Downview Road, but the 
village was under water. Very little could be 
seen of a bus outside the station – it was up 
to its roof in water and someone with a small 
boat was ferrying people from under the 
bridge back to the main road! It really was 
quite scary and the friends who had come to 
us for the day ended up staying the night. We 
had no electricity and had to make up beds 
for the children in the dark! 

We have now lived in Barnham for 44 years 
and hopefully will be here for a few more yet!  
It may not be a very pretty place, but it has a 
real “heart”. There are many very kind, 
generous people here, all ready to help the 
community. Our local councillors have been 
amazing (many thanks to Derek Whittington 
for the footpaths!) and the local Scouts and 

Guides continue to thrive. I am sure there are 
many more groups which I do not know 
about, so apologies for not mentioning you 
all. 

The Parish Churches of Aldingbourne, 
Barnham and Eastergate are welcoming and 
friendly and, although we do not have a 
Rector at the moment, Rev Sheila, Fr Tony 
and Fr Graham continue to lead us in our 
faith. 

This village has looked after it’s residents for 
as long as I can remember and continues to 
do so during this difficult time. When Gary 
and I walk round the streets for our daily 
exercise we meet people we have known for 
many years. We may all have grown a bit 
older and greyer, but we still recognise each 
other and thank God for the smiles and 
waves we receive – even if they are from a 
distance now.  

When this is over, how about another street 
party? 

Maggie Courtnadge 
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Our Parish Canal – a 
glimpse of another age 
I’m sure I’m not alone, during this time of 
Coronavirus lockdown, in finding I have 
more time now to explore the footpaths and 
byways around our villages. One of the most 
popular walking and cycling routes in this 
area starts at St Mary’s Church Barnham, 
heading south along the footpath which soon 
crosses the old canal - a remnant of the 
original Portsmouth and Arundel Canal. The 
canal exists only in short sections today (and 
with no water!) but is an interesting historic 
feature of the area, and a reminder of a 
bygone age. Since its construction was 
taking place 200 years ago, some may be 
interested to know a little of its history. 

The canal was part of a larger scheme for the 
construction of a secure inland canal route 
from London to Portsmouth, allowing craft 
to move between the two without having to 
enter the English Channel. The inland route 
had been made possible by the construction 
of the Wey and Arun Canal, opened in 1816, 
linking the Wey Navigation near Guildford to 
the River Arun, north of Pulborough.  

The entire scheme was conceived during the 
Napoleonic Wars and was intended to 
provide a safe, efficient route to carry goods 
supplying the dockyard at Portsmouth. The 
route was intended to reduce the loss of 
cargo in ships travelling the sea route from 
the River Thames, around the Dover Straight 
and along the English Channel. Ship losses 
were occurring due to natural disaster and 
encounters with enemy shipping during the 
Napoleonic Wars; ships carrying gold and 
silver bullion from the Bank of England to 
Portsmouth’s dockyard were very vulnerable 
to attack by French gunboats.  

Following completion of the Wey and Arun 
Canal, the Portsmouth and Arundel Canal 

was built by the Portsmouth & Arundel 
Navigation Company. Completed in 1823, it 
runs between its junctions with the River 
Arun at Ford, and Chichester Harbour near 
Birdham. An additional arm of the canal was 
constructed between Hunston and a basin at 
the south of the centre of Chichester. 

A further section of the canal was built 
across Portsea Island, from Eastney on 
Langstone Harbour to the west side of  

The canal at Barnham, once busy with barges, 

now provides grazing for horses 

Portsmouth. This Portsea section was 
connected to the Ford-Chichester length via a 
13-mile channel dredged through Chichester 
Harbour, past the southern side of Thorney 
Island and to the north of Hayling Island, and 
finally across Langstone Harbour.   

The plan for the canal was completed in 1815 
and the Act of Parliament passed in 1817. At 
this stage, costs were estimated to be 
£119,000 but by the time construction 
started in 1818 the estimated cost had risen 
to £125,452. The canal was finished in 1823 
at a cost of £170,000. The resident civil 
engineer, responsible for the construction of 
the whole length from Ford to Portsmouth, 
was James Hollinsworth who was paid £500 
per annum for his services.  

In order to allow the passage of masted 
ships along the canal, iron swing bridges 
were fitted to the Chichester and Portsea >> 
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<< sections rather than the more typical 
hump-back canal bridges. Remnants of 
several such bridges are still visible today, 
including near to St Mary’s Church in 
Barnham where relics of the Stewart and 
Hollinsworth swing bridges can be seen. 

From the beginning, the canal was plagued 
with problems and in 1827 the Portsea 
section of the canal had to be drained due to 
complaints about salt water contamination in 
some of Portsmouth's wells. In 1845 parts of 
this section were sold to the London and 
Brighton railway company with another 
section being sold to the company in 1851. 

Cargo traffic on the canal, and therefore 
income, did not reach the expected levels.  In 
1830, the canal company reduced its tolls 
and for a while traffic picked up with cargoes 
which included 20 tons of marble shipped 
from the Mediterranean for the King.  
However, with the Napoleonic Wars ended, 

the canal was unable to compete with the sea 
routes and, very soon, with the arrival of the 
railways. By 1832 the canal company was 
being forced to carry cargos in its own 
barges and by 1847 the Portsmouth and 
Arundel Canal, with the exception of the 
Chichester arm, had ceased to be navigable. 
The Chichester arm was transferred to the 
Chichester Corporation in 1892, the year in 
which the canal company was wound up. 

Today, almost 200 years since the canal was 
opened, no doubt to the great excitement of 
the residents of the small village of Barnham, 
we are left with a legacy of a pre- industrial 
revolution transport system. While the 
Chichester arm is still navigable for trip boats 
and canoeists, we in ABE parish can only 
walk the canal’s tow path on foot and wonder 
about the huge impact it would once have 
made to those living along its course.  

Gary Courtnadge 
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The time we spring 
cleaned the world 

 

The world it got so busy 

There were people all around 

They left their germs behind them 

 In the air and on the ground 

 

These germs grew bigger and stronger 

They wanted to come and stay 

They didn’t want to hurt anyone 

They just really wanted to play 

 

Sometimes they tried to hold your hand 

Or tickle your throat or your nose 

They could make you cough and sneeze 

And make your face as red as a rose 

 

And so, these germs took over  

They started to make people ill 

And with every cough we coughed 

More and more germs would spill 

 

All the queens and kings had a meeting 

It’s time to clean the world up they said 

And so, they had to choose lots of fun things 

Just so these germs wouldn’t spread 

 

We couldn’t get to cinemas’ 

Or restaurants for our tea 

There was no football or parties 

The world got as quiet as can be.  

 

The kids stopped going to school, 

The mums and dads went to work less 

Then a great big scrubbing brush 

Cleaned the sky and the sea and the mess 

 

Dads starting teaching sums 

Big brothers played with us more 

Mums were in charge of homework 

And we read and played jigsaw galore 

 

So we played in the world that was home 

And our days filled with fun and love 

And the germs they grew smaller and smaller 

And the sun watched from up above 

 

Then one morning the sun woke up early 

She smiled and starched her beams wide, 

The world had been fully spring cleaned 

It was time to go back outside 

 

We opened our doors oh so slowly 

And breathed in the clean and fresh air 

We promised that forever and always 

Of this beautiful world we would take care. 

 

Louise Gribbons 
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Healing and wholeness 
SERVICE  
Several of you have  commented on how 
relevant the healing and wholeness services 
we hold every three months are at this 
present time. Of course we cannot hold them 
in church at the moment but a section from it 
that many might find helpful I have included 
here: 

 

In his humanity, Jesus took on himself our 
weakness and bore our sins. The Holy Spirit 
is present in the struggles and groaning of a 
world subject to decay, bringing to birth the 
freedom and glory of God’s new creation. It 
is in this hope that we bring to God our 
prayers, and look to God for the new life of 
the kingdom. 

 

For quiet reflection sing quietly at home: 

 

Be still and know that I am God [x3] 

I am the Lord that healeth thee [x3] 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. [x3] 

 

Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are 
sick, injured or disabled, grant to all who are 
lonely, anxious or depressed a knowledge of 
your loving embrace and an awareness of 

your presence.  Grant to all who minister to 
those who are suffering wisdom and skill, 
sympathy and patience. 

 

Be still and know that I am God [x3] 

 

Mend broken relationships, and restore to 
those in distress soundness of mind and 
serenity of spirit. Sustain and support those 
who seek your guidance and lift up all who 
are brought low by the trials of this life. 

 

I am the Lord who healeth thee [x3] 

 

Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, 
and uphold by the grace and consolation of 
your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved. 
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by 
human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in 
our world. 

 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust [x3] 

 

We ask these prayers of your divine and 
healing mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord  

 

Be still and know that I am God [x3] 
 

 

 

Rev Sheila Higgins 

April 
CrossworD 
SOLUTION 
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 Clubs, events and meetings, walks, talks and fun... 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
Chairman: Vacancy   
Editor: Jonathan Stapleton (email: abenews@outlook.com)  
Advertising: Sarah Tripp (email: sarahetripp@yahoo.co.uk) Tel: 699820 
Secretary: Vacancy 
Postal subs:  Vera Saunders, 32 Highview Road, Eastergate Tel: 542410                
Distribution:   Anne & Laurence Fosbury, 14 Lidsey Road, Westergate Tel: 543305  
 (email: annefosbury@gmail.com) 
Treasurer: Helen Pearson, 10 Victoria Gardens, Westergate Tel: 542924 

June 2020 copy deadline 
mail: abenews@outlook.com 

by 12 NOON, Wednesday 13 May 2020 at the latest. No exceptions given 
Circulation:  Parish News is circulated to approx. 850 households in the parish and surrounding area. 

If you are a ‘New Reader’ and would like to receive a copy of this magazine each month 
please fill in your name and address below, and cut out and send the coupon to Anne & 
Laurence Fosbury, 14 Lidsey Road, Westergate, Chichester, PO20 3SU—
annefosbury@gmail.com / telephone: 01243 543305 

The annual subscription is £5.00 renewable in January or 50p per copy pro rata, or by 
post £13 or £1.50 per copy (Cheques payable to ‘Parish News’)  

Name…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address:………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Tel. No: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Looking for Something? Try Page 
Aerial installation 20 

B & B 23 

Bookshop 28 

Builders & Property Maintenance 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 31, 32, 34, 37 

Carpentry & Joinery 32 

Childcare 23 

Chimney Sweep 36 

Cleaning 23, 26, 32, 34 

Clock Repair 21 

Computing 23, 28 

Education 27, 28 

Electrical 20, 31, 32 

Fashion 27 

Flooring 21 

Funeral services 25, 29 

Garden Services 23, 26, 27, 34, 36 

Hall Hire 29, 30, 33 

Health & Beauty 24, 26, 27, 28 

Health care 31, 37 

Hotels / Public Houses / Coffee 35, 36, 37 

House & Home 21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 34 

Jewellery 34, 37 

Legal 26 

Logs Supplier 28, 34 

Medical 27, 31 

Motor Servicing / MOT / Sales 25 

Mower Repairs 26 

Optician/Audiology 37 

Photography 34 

Plumbing & Heating 20, 22, 29, 32, 34 

Residential Care 20, 24, 35, 38 

Telephone Services 26 

Tree Surgeon 26, 28 

Tutoring 27. 28 
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PARISH OF ALDINGBOURNE, BARNHAM AND EASTERGATE  
Registered Charity Number: 1131523  

 
PARISH CLERGY  

The Revd. Tony Brant        01243 544735  
The Revd. Sheila Higgins        01243 553901 

The Revd. Graham Reeves       01243 265209  
 

Parish Administrator:  

Vera Saunders  Email:  parishofabe@btinternet.com     01243 542410 
     
PARISH OFFICE  

The Parish Office is situated at “The Church in the Market Place”  
35 Barnham Road, Barnham, Bognor Regis, W.Sussex. P022 OER  

Tel: 01243-553955. (Answer machine out of office hours)  

Email:  parishofabe@btinternet.com  Website: www.parishofabe.org.uk  
 

The Office is open Weekday mornings, 9.30am to 12.30pm.  Office Hour every Saturday 
morning at “The Church in the Market Place” from 9am-10am, no appointment necessary.  
 

 

CHURCHWARDENS  
Aldingbourne  
Julian Buxton        01243 543930  
 

Barnham  
Steven Maple         07720 046277  

Bradley Smith          07931 527724  
 

Eastergate  
Gary Courtnadge         01243 552099  

Richard Brown         01243 554001 
           

PCC Secretary:    Maggie Courtnadge    01243 552099  
PCC Treasurer:    Neill Pearson     01243 542924  
Parish Safeguarding Officer:  Peter Higgins     01243 553901  
Mothers’ Union: Branch Leader  Sharon Priest     01243 555905  
Sunday Seekers:    Hedda Wells     01243 696811  
Younger Sunday Seekers:  Kate Holland     01243 544186  
Parish Play ‘n Pray time:   Hedda Wells     01243 696811   
Parish Magazine Editor:   Jonathan Stapleton   07776 137617 

Magazine Advertising Manager Sarah Tripp    01243 699820 
Clerk and Sexton - Aldingbourne  Chris Scawen    01243 545796  

Website Administrator  Steven Maple     07720 046277  
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LOCAL SOCIETIES 
& INFORMATION 

CONTACT 
DETAILS 

Aldingbourne  
Bell Ringers  

Monday 7-9pm  

Sue Kennedy  
01243 543530 

Aldingbourne and  
District Bowls Club  

Alan Rust  
01243 866482  

Aldingbourne and  
District Target  
Shooting Club  

Roger Ayling 
07450 367357 

Aldingbourne 
Tennis Club 

Joy Gardiner 
01243 552049 
 Hilda Bashford 
01243 553365 

Barnham Scout Group 
Mark Guy gsl@1stbarnhamscouts.org.uk 

www.1stbarnhamscouts.org.uk 

“B.E.A.D.Y.S” 
St Wilfrid’s Hospice 
Support Group 

Gill Kelly 
01243 552230 

Eastergate Cricket Club  
Chairman:  Steve Grant 
lambs784@gmail.com 

Colts Director:  Chris Radford  
christianradford@btinternet.com 

Eastergate Players 
Chris Playford 
01243 542574 

Peregrine Explorer 
Scouts 14—18 years 

Toby Hewson 
01243 554959 

Rangers, Guides, 
Brownies and 
Rainbows 

Mrs Sue  
Simpson 

01243 542387 

St Andrew’s by the 
Ford 

 Evensong Choir 

Eileen Keough 
01243 552577 

LOCAL SOCIETIES 
& INFORMATION 

CONTACT 
DETAILS 

Arun Councillors  
John Charles  

Christopher Hughes 
Isabel Thurston 

07889 988612  
07479 211391 
07410 441589 

Aldingbourne  
Parish Council (Clerk) 
clerk@aldingbourne-

pc.gov.uk 

Lindy Nash 
 07523 243068  

Barnham & Eastergate 
Parish Council (Clerk) 

Alison Crabb 
07565 052617 

Aldingbourne  
Community Sport Centre 
enquiries@acsc.org.uk 

01243 543948  

Barnham Community Hall 
Bookings/Enquiries 

Ali Tarbard  
01243 278110  

Eastergate Parish Hall 
Bookings/Enquiries 

assistantclerk@barnhamande
astergate-pc.gov.uk       

Nina-Maria 
McMaster 

07849 356 097 

Five Villages 
Community Minibus 

Mr B David  
01243 553635  

Eastergate Primary School 
Hall  

Bookings/Enquiries 

Clare Pascoe 
01243 542297 

Five Villages Society 
Joanna Williams 
01243 551524 

Village Friends 07925217843 

WI, Westergate 
2nd Tuesday, 2pm 

Jacky Barugh 
01243 545910 

WI, Eastergate & Barnham 
2nd Friday 7.30pm 

07932 057589 

Six Villages Archery Club 
www.sixvillages 
archeryclub.org.uk  

WI Eastergate Friends, 2nd Monday, 10am 
eastergate.friendsWI@hotmail.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Printed by Ormiston Six Villages Academy,  Reprographics Department 


