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St Mary’s, Aldingbourne 

  

Christmas Eve: 

3.30pm: Crib Service 

5pm: Crib Service 

7pm: First Mass of Christmas 

 

Christmas Day: 

10am - Eucharist of the 
Nativity 

 

Booking for a service is 
essential – Please contact 
Julian on 01243 
543930 or julianbuxton2020@
gmail.com as soon as 
possible to book your place/s. 

There is currently a reduced 
seating capacity at 
Aldingbourne  due to the need 
for social distancing. Seats 
will be allocated in the order 
they are booked until all are 
filled. 

By booking you are 
committing to attend the 
service. If you wish to cancel 
or amend your booking, 
please let Julian know as 
soon as possible. 

 

St Mary’s, Barnham 

   

Christmas Eve: 

10am: Crib Service 

2pm: Crib Service 

4pm: Crib Service 

6pm: Evening Prayer 

7pm: First Mass of Christmas 

  

Christmas Day: 

9am: Morning Prayer 

9.30am: BCP Mass of the 
Nativity 

11.15am – Parish Mass of the 
Nativity 

6pm: Evening Prayer 

 

New Years Day: 

11.15am – Parish Mass 

 

Booking for a service is 
essential. Please contact 
Bradley on 07931 
527724 or bradley.smith4@g
mail.com as soon as possible 
to book your place/s. 

St Mary’s has 16 ‘Social 
Bubble’ spaces, each space 
can hold up to 4 
people.   Additional services 

will be added if demand 
warrants it.  

By booking you are 
committing to attend that 
service, if you wish to amend 
or cancel your booking please 
contact Bradley ASAP. 

 

St George's, Eastergate 

 

Christmas Eve: 

2pm: Crib Service 

11.30pm: Midnight Mass 

 

Christmas Day: 

8.30am: Holy Communion 

10am: Family Communion 

 

Booking for a service is 
essential. Please contact 
Gary on 01243 
552099 or courtnadge@outlo
ok.com as soon as possible to 
book your place/s. There is 
currently a reduced seating 
capacity in St George’s 
Church due to the need for 
social distancing. Seats will 
be allocated in the order they 
are booked until all are filled. 

CHRISTMAS 
in the Parish of Aldingbourne, Barnham & Eastergate 

 
Due to the current social distancing restrictions, we have devised the following plan of 

services for the Christmas period. This is subject to change depending on Government advice.  

Booking for a service is essential. Please see details below to book your place/s. 
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I am writing this 
letter for the last 
edition of ABE Parish 
News for 2020. What 
an extraordinary year 
it has turned out to 
be! Not one that we 
had predicted. Of 
course normally the 

month of December is rather dominated by 
thoughts of Christmas and all its associated 
activities. This year of course, although in a 
sense that is still true, most of us have had, 
and still do have, other pressing concerns. 
We find ourselves in the midst of a story, and 
not only do we not know how it will turn out, 
we cannot imagine how it will turn out! 

One thing that this year, dominated by 
pandemic, has taught us is that we cannot, 
even if at times we try to convince ourselves 
that we can, ultimately control our lives. We 
have been shown to our discomfort that a 
higher power overrides all our attempts at 
control. We have learnt that we humans make 
mistakes, “to err is human”, and those 
mistakes have consequences. I am not 
pointing out anything very profound when I 
cite aspects of our Christmas festivities that 
illustrate this very clearly. For many of us it 
has become a festival of spending money we 
cannot really afford. There is such a 
commercial push to sell us branded 
happiness at Christmas. The public 
Christmas is big, bright and bumptious. 
Always and everywhere it shouts out at us 
and demands our attention. Of course I am 
only too aware that so many people’s lives, 
this year of all years, depend on this 
advertising push. At the same time, however, 
we are all aware that if this is promoted as it 
is it leaves many of us feeling isolated. It can 
feel to many that all of life is happening 
elsewhere and that we remain quietly indoors 
and lonely. 

Of course we want to keep Christmas this 
year, in whatever way we can; but we are 
being forced to be honest about it. Christians 
have always been promoting the message 
that at Christmas light came into the world. 

I am not being insensitive when I suggest 
that, during this pandemic, we have also seen 
light in the midst of darkness. We have seen 
that many, many human beings have acted in 
a totally unselfish way to put their own 
comfort, indeed their own lives, second to 
caring for others. We have seen this during 
2020 in a way we would hardly dare to hope 
for. 

Let me lighten up this letter at this point by 
mentioning that phrase that has become 
rather too familiar this year; fake news. Why 
do I mention this? Well let me explain. Many 
of us will again this year be celebrating with a 
turkey dinner for Christmas. How many of us 
know what “talking turkey” means in 
America? I am told it originated from the 
following story. Apparently, a settler and a 
native American went hunting together and 
having caught four turkeys and four crows, 
the settler tried to fob the native off with the 
four crows. Responding to the attempted 
injustice, the native told the settler that he 
wanted to hear him talking turkey rather than 
crow. Hence talking turkey is about talking 
seriously, fairly, squarely, honestly, with a 
view to reaching truth or agreement. 

I want to finish by suggesting that Christmas 
is a great time to talk turkey. 

At Christmas we celebrate that “the light has 
come into the world”. We have glimpsed that 
during 2020 haven’t we and “the darkness 
has not put it out”. We have also learnt the 
hard way what it is to be vulnerable and there 
is nothing more vulnerable than that of a God 
who enters the world as a baby in a cattle 
shed. 

Rev Sheila  
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ABE information 

 

Public worship has been suspended until 
2nd December, when we hope to resume 
services. Our Churches are, however, still 
open for private prayer during daylight 
hours. 

We are continuing to record services to 
view on the ABE website. 

For more details, including parish 
resources, information & service 
recordings, visit our website at 
www.parishofabe.org.uk 

 

Christmas Fair 

 

Sadly, the ABE Christmas Fair has been 
cancelled for this year but we hope to 
have a few stalls nearer Christmas if 
possible, details will follow. 

The Grand Raffle is very much going 
ahead. Please buy your tickets and win a 
great prize. Contact Lynne on 545877 or 
Richard on 554001 for further details. 
Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Quiz 
 

This made a total of £205. Many thanks 
to all those who supported it. There was 
a 5 way tie and the winner was drawn out 
of a hat who was Jane Andrews from 
Kent.  

 

Foodbank 
 

Please leave your donations in the basket 
in the Barnham Co-op or Trading Post. 
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Crime warning 

As I am sure you are aware, there has been 
an increase in car crime recently in this area 
– thank you to all those that have taken the 
time to report this to us. There are a number 
of officers now working on this series of 
incidents, and every call is vital. I appreciate 
if you have not lost anything, or have no 
CCTV, it seems like a waste of your time 
reporting these incidents – but it is important 
to us.  It builds up a picture of the locations, 
offences and time frames. 

It seems that the majority of incidents have 
been thefts from insecure vehicles – please 
remember to lock your doors! There have 
also been a few thefts from garages. Again, 
these seem to have been from insecurities, 
so remembering general security is vital. 

I have a selection of crime prevention leaflets, 
CCTV posters, number plate tamper proof 
screws etc – please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you would like anything.  

Continue to stay safe and look out for your 
neighbours. If you want to report a crime go 
to www.sussex.police.uk and click on 
‘Report’ For any advice or concerns, please 
contact me  directly. 

PCSO Caroline Wilson 

caroline.wilson@sussex.pnn.police.uk  

 

 

PARISH crafts 
As many of you know I run the Parish craft 
stall at the Summer and Christmas fair. 
Unfortunately due Covid-19 we have been 
unable to run these events which has meant 
no funds going towards Parish funds. I now 
sell my crafts, Handmade by Anita, in 
Barnham Furniture and Collectables (next to 
the bakers). If members of the Parish would 
like to visit the shop and make a purchase of 

any of my crafts Handmade by Anita I would 
like to donate 25% of each item sold to ABE 
Parish funds for December and January. 

At the front of the shop I have my Christmas 
crafts displayed which include Christmas 
bunting, cards and cushions. At the rear of 
the shop in the area for LC Arts Crafts and 
Collectables you will find my handmade 
fabric cards, cushions, bags, fabric covered 
notebooks and much more as well as other 
crafters items. 

If a member of the Parish makes  purchase 
ask the person who serves you to make a 
note that it is a Parish purchase and I will 
donate 25% to Parish Funds.  

Hopefully if lockdown finishes on the 2nd 
December I will be in the shop all three 
Wednesdays before Christmas. Opening 
times 11 until 4 on Wed, Thurs and Fri and 
11 until 2 on Saturday. 

Anita Goulding  

anita.handmadecrafts@gmail.com 

 

Advertising manager 
We are looking for a volunteer to take over 
the role of advertising manager for ABE 
Parish News. 

This would entail contacting all existing 
advertisers on an annual basis with a view to 
renewing their adverts, preparing and 
sending out invoices and receipts, including 
new advertisers as appropriate and keeping 
an up-to-date waiting list. 

ABE Parish News raises approx. £8,000 
annually through our loyal advertisers, and is 
a major part of our fundraising to support our 
three medieval churches in the parish. 

For more information contact Sarah Tripp on 
01243 699820 or at sarahetripp@yahoo.co.uk 
or Vera Saunders on 01243 542410 or at 
parishofabe@btinternet.com. 
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With St. Wilfrid’s Hospice Shops all currently 
closed once again due to Covid-19, 
fundraising is more important than ever. The 
Hospice is delighted with the initiative of 80 
year old Major Mick who is rowing his 
Tintanic boat up and down the Chichester 
Canal for 100 miles. He aimed to raise £5,000 
for St. Wilfrid’s, but to date £30,239 has been 
donated! A truly remarkable endeavour. 

The Hospice’s annual remembrance service - 
Light up a Life - will be broadcast live on 
Sunday, 6th December at 6pm on both 
Facebook and YouTube. The event will be led 
by resident lead Chaplain, James Cooper. For 
details of all St. Wilfrid’s events contact 
stwh.co.uk or follow them on Facebook.     >> 

<< Finally, on behalf of all BEADYS members, 
I would like to wish everyone a happy festive 
season, and thank you for your continuing 
support for St. Wilfrid’s Hospice throughout 
the very difficult year of 2020. 

Gill Kelly 

At their recent committee meeting two 
members changed their roles. Sue M. is now 
treasurer and Jill is now in charge of teas. We 
thank Jill for the many years she has kept us 
on the straight and narrow, collecting all the 
fees and paying out for speakers. We wish 
them all the best for their new roles and hope 
one day to put them to the test. 

There isn't any other news so I thought I 
would tell you what we saw on a trip to 
Snowdonia  in September. We had driven 
over the Menai Bridge to Anglesey and were 

on our way to a museum when one of our 
friends said "Look", And there it was! The 
meeting place of the first W.I. in Britain. 
Llanfairpwllgwyngyll. It was started in 1915. 
The hall is perched by the side of the road on 
a corner and it would have been difficult to 
stop even if we had the time. So it is real 
even if I can't pronounce it and it looked well 
cared for with flowers at the front.  

Let us hope that lockdown ends in December 
so that we can deliver cards and gifts and 
perhaps see our friends and families.In the 
meantime we must finish writing those cards 
and letters. There will be no excuse this year 
not to be ready. 

We wish all members A Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

Catherine White-Aldworth 

Westergate 

B.E.A.D.Y.S.                                                                       
Supporters of                                                                  

St. WILFRID’S HOSPICE 

At home in advent 
I am suggesting that this would be a good 
book to help us through Advent , in our 
spiritual pilgrimage 
this year towards 
Christmas. Copies 
will be available in 
our churches from 
Advent Sunday ..you 
are welcome to take 
one and get the 
money to me by 
whatever way suits 
you [please do not 
leave in the 
church]..the letterbox 
at the Parish Office is one possibility. 

Book Club: Alongside your reading at home I 
am offering two Wednesday evenings for 
discussions based on the book… 2nd Dec 
[after the MU service] and 9th Dec. These will 
either be in St George's or on Zoom...more 
details as they emerge! 

Rev Sheila  
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Remembrance day IN ABE 

St Mary’s, Aldingbourne 

The war memorial in Aldingbourne 
churchyard remembers forty three 
servicemen from Aldingbourne, who gave 
their lives during the First World War. The 
Celtic Cross on the war memorial can be 
seen from Church Road, behind the gates in 
memory of King George V. It was dedicated 
on the 14th November 1920 and, poignantly, 
includes eight sets of brothers. They are also 
remembered by an oak tree that we planted 
in 2018 to mark the centenary of the end of 
the First World War. Twenty-one servicemen 
and one civilian from Aldingbourne died 

during the Second 
World War and they 
are remembered 
inside the Church in 
the Memorial 
Chapel. This year we 
decided to put 
wooden crosses, for 
all those who gave 

their lives in both world wars, in front of the 
war memorial and opened the gates so that 
you can see them from the road. Each cross 
bears the name of one of those we remember 
every year on Remembrance Sunday. 
 

St Mary’s, Barnham 

Remembrance Sunday is always a special 
occasion at St Mary’s, Barnham, and has in 
recent years been tinged with greater 
sadness since Harold Taylor’s death. For 
many years Harold, immaculately dressed 
and decorated with medals, read the names 
of the War Dead and laid a wreath in their 
memory. 

Last year the honour passed to Bert Irving 
who, with a tear in his eye, laid the wreath in 
honour of those who paid the price of our 
freedom. Remembrance is one of the very 
few occasions Bert is able to attend church 
these days, and it was with sadness that we 

had to announce that 
there would be no 
public Act of 
Remembrance in the 
church owing to the 
suspension of 
worship. 

A Service of 
Remembrance with 
traditional hymns and prayers was 
conducted by Fr Graham and can be viewed 
on the Parish YouTube channel. 
 

St George’s, Eastergate 

The usual St George’s Service of 
Remembrance, which would normally 
include assembling at the Eastergate war 
memorial for an Act of Remembrance and 
two-minute silence, could not take place this 
year. Instead, Rev Sheila conducted a 
Eucharist service in St George’s Church 
which focussed on Remembrance, and which 
was pre-recorded. Then, early on Sunday 

morning, a shortened form of an Act of 
Remembrance was held and recorded at 
Eastergate’s lion war memorial, arranged in 
conjunction with Barnham and Eastergate 
Parish Council. Representatives of some of 
our local organisations laid wreaths. 

At Sunday morning, at 10am, a combined 
recording of both the Eucharist service and 
the Act of Remembrance was made available 
on ABE Parish’s YouTube site. 

This was timed to allow viewers to watch and 
then participate in the national two-minute 
silence at 11am. 
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NEWS FROM OUR Councils 

A report from Aldingbourne Parish Council’s 
meeting held on the 3rd November 2020. 

Apologies: were received from WS Cllr 
Whittington and Arun District Cllr Thurston. 

Aldingbourne Neighbourhood Plan 
Consultation: The Reg 14 public consultation 
had closed and 16 responses were received. 
These had been collated with notes as to 
where discussion is needed. Covid-19 has 
caused cancellation of a referendum so the 
plan could proceed quickly to Reg 15 and 
approval by Arun DC if the Examiner is 
minded to agree. While questions had been 
raised by a couple of developers, residents 
were unanimously in support. The ANP Group 
will meet to consider responses in November 
with a view to recommending at APC on 1st 
Dec the revised plan move to Reg 15. One of 
the community aspirations is to promote 
Quiet Lanes eg Norton Lane and Hook Lane. 
In light of residents’ support it was agreed 
that this be pursued in conjunction with 
neighbouring parishes of Barnham and 
Eastergate, Slindon and Walberton with a view 
to providing walking and riding routes to the 
South Downs, outside the ANP as a Highways 
matter. 

Masterplan for BEW (Barnham Eastergate 
Westergate) response: Arun DC had agreed 
to extend the consultation period to 25th 
November. It was noted that nothing in the 
consultation addresses the government’s 
ambition to achieve net zero-carbon. It was 
also noted that the masterplan process 
proposals appeared not to conform with latest 
government policy. 

Aldingbourne Community Sports Centre: 
ACSC: is holding its head above water 
financially thanks to Hopscotch Pre-school 
use of the centre. The Social Club has also 
been open. The new Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO) is registered with the 
Charity Commission but the process of 
transfer of assets from existing charity to CIO, 
which requires legal support, has still to take 
place. In view of the lack of trustee support a 
meeting had taken place to review the options 
moving forward. Following discussion it was 
agreed a new partnership would be the best 
approach, with approx. £25k pa provided by 
APC for three years, to enable appointment of 
a centre manager subject to a Business Plan 
being prepared. The CIO needs new trustees 
to help take forward this new arrangement. 

Footpaths: Path 299 has been resurfaced. The 
last 20 m needs to be raised to avoid flooding 
gardens. To be carried out in liaison with Arun 
DC in 2021/22 along with improvements to 
FP300 at rear of Elmcroft Place. A new 
volunteer had kindly stepped forward to assist 
monitoring. 

Allotments: Cllr Foote is liaising with the 
Assistant Clerk to sort out future 
arrangements. 

Vacancies: The council has two vacancies for 
councillors and both the ACSC as well as 
various working parties all need extra 
volunteer support. Contact the clerk for info. 

Attendance: Residents can attend online 
meetings - contact the clerk for a link. ADC 
Cllr Isabel Thurston and W Sx Cllr Derek 
Whittington sent apologies. 

DoNM: Tues 1st December at 7pm. The 
planning committee meets on the 2nd Tues of 
month at 6.30pm. Minutes and agendas are 
available on the APC website.  

Louise  Shaw 

clerk@aldingbourne-pc.gov.uk 

Aldingbourne  

Parish Council 
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Barnham & Eastergate Parish Council has not 
met since the last publication of ABE Parish 
News. However, I thought I’d just let you 
know a few things that the councillors 
continue to pursue on your behalf. 

The revised Neighbourhood Plan for the 
Parish is currently being finalised and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all 
residents who kindly completed the survey in 
respect of the proposed additional housing 
requirements identified for the Parish and new 
and revised policies. 

The next stage will be to complete the final 
draft document for submission for a further 
consultation with statutory consultees. 

Discussions continue with developers, both 
those who have approved schemes within the 
Parish and those pursuing potential 
development within the Parish. The 
discussions aim to ensure the best outcomes 
for the residents of the Parish – a difficult task 
at the best of times but be assured councillors 
are doing all they can to protect and enhance 
the Parish to the best of their abilities and 
with as much ammunition as they can find. 

The second lockdown has seen both 
Community Halls having to restrict their 
usage, but thanks to funding from the 
National Lottery they have been providing 
support and some ongoing classes and other 
activities in innovative ways. 

The helpline launched in the first lockdown 
has been activated again (although it never 
completely went away) and our fantastic 
volunteers are there to help you if you need it. 
Please see the poster on the inside front cover 
for further details. 

There is currently a vacancy on the Parish 
Council which will be advertised in the near 
future so if anyone is interested in 
undertaking the role please do get in touch for 
further information on what the role would 
entail. 

The next meetings of the Council are a Full 
Parish Council meeting on 1st December 
2020 and a meeting of the Planning & 
Environment Committee on 8th December. 

The agendas will be published on the website 
and noticeboards across the Parish and 
members of the public can join the meeting 
via a telephone link as all meetings are 
currently being undertaken virtually. 

Alison Crabb 

clerk@barnhamcandeastergate-
pc.gov.uk 

BARNHAM & 
EASTERGATE  

Parish Council    

NEWS FROM OUR Schools 

I’d like to share with you our Christmas 

preparation plans. We’re trying really hard 

to to make Christmas as fun as possible. 

We’re beginning to rehearse the songs for 

our Nativity – yes, we are still going ahead 

with our annual show! We can’t invite the 

families of the children or our local friends 

to come and be part of an actual audience, 

but we can invite them via technology! I will 

tell you more about this in January… 

We are keeping everything crossed for our 

Christmas Party. It’s not what you know, 

it’s who you know (as we all are aware) and, 

I hate to name drop – BUT SANTA IS IN 

OUR PRESCHOOL ‘BUBBLE’! So, we are   >> 
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<< very hopeful that he will be able to come 

along and distribute presents to all of the 

children who have been good (and that’s all 

of them this year!). We’re hoping also to 

have a Socially Distanced Magic Show 

performed by Malcolm the Magician – that 

depends more on lockdown rules, but we’re 

all keeping everything crossed… 

We are delighted to be one of the Advent 

Windows in the Walberton Advent 

Calendar and we have a beautiful display 

planned for the entrance lobby at the 

Village hall. Do keep an eye out for it! 

As we are currently the sole users of the 

Village Hall, we were allowed to make a 

large display on the windows for 

Remembrance Sunday. The children painted 

large pictures of poppy fields in the style 

of Monet and the display looked beautiful. 

This year, the British Legion asked us to 

display poppies in windows, and we hope we 

did them proud. 

We also had fun raising funds for Pudsey 

Bear and Children in Need. The national 

Rickshaw Challenge was cancelled because 

of a positive Covid test, but ours still 

happened. The children rode around the 

inside and the outside of the hall, with 

Pudsey as a passenger.  

If you’d like to see pictures of the poppies 

or the rickshaw challenge, find us on 

Facebook – ‘Walberton Pre-School’. 

And lastly, I must warn you that a wild 

beast is on the prowl… One of our little 

boys arrived with a scab on his forehead 

and his explanation was “I got bitten by a 

tiger”. Take care, everyone. 

With all our Best Wishes for a Happy 

Christmas! 

Helen Baxter 

ORMISTON SIX VILLAGES ACADEMY 

Celebrating excellence in the Arts 

We are extremely proud that three Six Villages students from 

Year 8 were among the eight students who won prizes in the 

Ormiston Academies Trust National Summer Arts Competition. 

Huge congratulations to: Amy - who won the ‘Secondary Short Story’ category;  

Jack - who won the ‘Secondary Poetry’ category; and Daisy - who was the joint 

winner in the 'Photography' category. 

The judges said, “[The students] blew us away with their entries... Amy’s lovely 

written story conveyed the message that if you believe in yourself others will do the 

same and look beyond an image. Jack’s unique poem, made use of an acrostic 

poem, while also managing to include rhyming words. Daisy’s photograph was a 

thought-provoking and well-presented piece.” 

Each student will receive a certificate and prize, as well as feature in a specially 

printed book containing all the entries. 

You can read Amy and Jack's entries in our newsletter at: 

www.ormistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk/newsletter 
 

We provide Excellence for All because there is Excellence in All 
www.ormistonsixvillagesacademy.co.uk    |    Tel: 01243 546800  
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Merry Christmas from all in the parish 
Jean and Robin Slater wish all their parish friends a joyous Christmas 

As ‘summertime parishioners’ at Aldingbourne we wish all those in the Parish a safe and 
peaceful Christmas and hopefully a brighter 2021. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all in 

these uncertain times. Steve & Shelagh Sheppard  (High Wycombe) 

Vera and Roger Saunders wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas, hopefully spent with 
friends and family! 

Sue and Roni wish you health, happiness and love this Christmas and in 2021 

Peter and Sheila Higgins send their love to all in the church for both Christmas and the New 
Year and thank everyone in turn for their love and support during the past year 

Sue, Robin and family send all Parish friends love and best wishes for a happy, healthy 
Christmas and New Year 

As we celebrate the birth of a Saviour may love, peace and comfort be yours in abundance this 
Christmastide. Ann Barker 

Wishing you all, joy, peace and above all plenty of company this Christmas. Gill Lambourn 

Tony and Cath wish you Every Blessing this Christmas 

Wishing everyone in this wonderful community a wonderful Christmas, Maureen O’Brien 

Wishing Sunday Seeker families and all our Parish friends, love and best wishes for a special 
and Happy Christmas. Kate, Rob, Eve and Will Holland 

Wishing you all a calm, peaceful, happy and healthy Christmas and New Year! With love from 
Hilary and John Frame 

The congregation at St.Mary's Church, Aldingbourne, wish you a safe and happy Christmas 

With best wishes for Christmas and a Happy New Year from Julian Buxton 

Mark & Lynne Stephens wish all our friends a very joyful Christmas 

Wishing you a Christmas full of of hope, joy and peace - Barbara and Ian Coombes 

Jon Vali and Edward wish everyone in ABE Parish a very Happy Christmas 

To all our friends at Aldingbourne, Barnham and Eastergate - Have a very Happy Christmas 
wherever you are and however we are celebrating it! Love Sarah and David Nichol 

Tony, Mandy, Tom and Annie wish all in the Parish a blessed Christmas and a hopeful New 
Year with much love. 

Gary and Maggie wish all our friends a healthy and happy Christmas. 

We wish everyone a happy & healthy Christmas filled with blessings of love, joy, kindness and 
peace. From John & Jean Maltby 

Happy Christmas to all our friends in the parish and a healthy New Year from Ray, Rosny, 
and family 

Very warm Christmas wishes to all from Francis and Sue 

Roger and Beth wish all our friends a very happy and healthy Christmas and a really good 
2021, with our love xx 
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The Aldingbourne rebels 
The wooden choir gallery on the interior west 
wall of Aldingbourne Church was probably 
erected at the beginning of the 1700s in 
common with other churches of the time. 
The late Rev. K H MacDermott, Rector of 
Selsey, wrote in Sussex Church Music in the 
Past that the Aldingbourne gallery was 
dismantled in 1890 when a paper was found 
behind it that contained a register of the 
choirmen’s attendances in 1808. The names 
of the singers were: T. Collins, H.G. Collins, 
Edmund Collins, T. Burnand, ? Burnand, S. 
Farenden, W.Willard,  

? Goatcher, R. Philips, W. Maidlaw, J. Fallick 
and ? Brown; several of these surnames have 
survived into our 21st century village 
community. Victorians removed most of the 
galleries during 19th century restorations. 

West Gallery Music (or Psalmody, or 
Georgian Psalmody, or English Country 
Psalmody) developed from when only 
psalms were sung in church and was initially 
unaccompanied with the first note being 
given with a pitchpipe and the tenors taking 
the melody line. Later augmentation followed 
with violin, cello (or the bass viol), clarionet, 
flute and bassoon (plus sometimes a cornet 
or trombone) to support two- or four-voice 
parts and maintain their pitch. Hymns, 
anthems and short musical interludes came 
later. This combination of singers and bands 
became known as the quire, very often led by 
the parish clerk. Aldingbourne possessed a 
flute, clarionet, bassoon, cornet, violin and 
cello, and Eastergate a flute and a barrel-
organ (these two instruments at different 
periods). 

The Aldingbourne Parish Clerk sat in his 
usual place just beneath the pulpit during the 
first part of a service but when it was time for 
the anthem he moved to the gallery to make 
his expected and essential contribution to the 

singing. It is recorded that at the end of the 
first collect he loudly exclaimed, “Amen!” At 
the end of the second collect his “Amen” 
came less audibly as he strode down the 
nave and the third “Amen” was heard by the 
congregation in a muffled and distant tone 
from the hidden stairway leading to the 
gallery! 

West Gallery Music featured three types of 
tunes: the “plain” whereby each line of a 
stanza was sung only once with the different 
voice parts singing together; a “repeating” 
tune meant that the last line of a verse was 
sung again to give added emphasis to the 
message, to help the less-educated and to 
provide pleasure for the singers. Usually this 
was sung first by one or two voices then 
repeated in chorus though sometimes only 
half a line or a single word was sung again. 
One can imagine choristers’ smiles plus 
suppressed giggles and laughter when 
repeating lines from certain divine, moral 
songs and hymns, for example:  
 

“Stir up this stew- stir up this stew- Stir up this stupid 

heart!” 

“And more eggs- more eggs- And more exhalts our 

joys!” 

“And bow-wow-wow-wow-wow-wow-wow- And bow 

before the throne!” 

“Oh take thy mourning pil- Oh take thy mourning pil- Oh 

take thy mourning pilgrim home!” 

The Two Ronnies? No, Isaac Watts! 
 

The third type of tune, “fuguing”, involved 
different voices entering at staggered 
intervals to produce overlapping text. 
Although popular and requiring much 
rehearsal this was the most advanced, 
complex and bitterly criticised because it 
concentrated on the quire rather than the 
congregation therefore some churches 
refused to sing them. 

Contemporary criticisms of West Gallery 
singing quality varied, some describing it as 



15 

professionally inspired, humble, devotional, 
enthusiastic, with fine melodies, others as 
crude, amateur, arrogant, self-satisfied, 
using clumsy doggerel. 

Churches’ accounts 
show that the local 
church was responsible 
for purchasing and 
maintaining the 
instruments. Wind 
instruments were twice 
as common as strings 
and numbered from 
two upwards. Players 
with a skilled day job 
could afford to buy 
their own instruments and pay for tuition but 
they also provided that independence of 
character for which some radical quires 
became renowned, even infamous as at 
Aldingbourne. 

West Gallery Music flourished between 1740 
and 1860 but there was a slow transition to 
the welcome return of the organ which was 
cheaper than a quire and one organist was 
far easier for a vicar to control than a choir 
plus a band!  

Tensions between an incumbent and those 
responsible for music in his or her church 
continue to appear in our modern-day media. 
I remember the 32-strong, robed, 
Aldingbourne choir (in the chancel) when 
there were the usual mutterings and adverse 
criticisms of various vicars, including an 
adult chorister resignation, but nothing quite 
so blatant a rebellion as the following which 
illustrates the ever-recurring friction between 
parson and choristers and/or musicians and/
or bellringers. Historians regularly quote this 
classic event: 

Sometime in the early 19th century 
Aldingbourne and Oving were held jointly by 
the incumbent who took turns in holding 
Sunday matins in one church and evensong 

in the other and then reversing this order the 
following week.  

A newly-appointed Aldingbourne vicar stated 
categorically to the choir that he would be 

introducing a sermon at 
matins. The 
Aldingbourne singers 
would have “none o’ his 
new-fangled goings on; 
they’d never heard on 
such a thing afore and 
didn’t see no sense to 
it, like”! The stubborn 
choir resolved to defeat 
the vicar’s well- 
intentioned procedure. 

They knew that after matins there was never 
much time to spare for the cleric to have his 
lunch and make the journey to Oving 
between the two services. So, on the first 
Sunday that he entered the pulpit intending 
to preach they started singing Psalm 119 
(the longest psalm in the BCP) intending to 
voice all of its 176 verses if necessary.  

They refused to stop while the would-be 
preacher pleaded in vain. He coughed and 
hum’d and ha’d, looking up to the gallery 
while flourishing the notes for his sermon. 
The choristers totally ignored him by 
deliberately concentrating on their own 
words and music. “Verse after verse they 
bawled out, lustily and slowly, till at last the 
vicar’s patience and time were completely 
exhausted, and he had to climb down literally 
and metaphorically, and leave the church 
without delivering a discourse at all!” 

The West Gallery Music Association 
(www.wgma.org.uk) exists to study, 
preserve, perform (often in costume), teach 
and enjoy West Gallery Music; Sussex 
Harmony is a Lewes-based quire and the 
home of The Madding Crowd quire is 
Chandlers Ford. 

Tony Wheatley 

A Church Flautist 
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

  

 

mistletoe 
This time of year you can see all sorts of 
traditions played out with regard to 
Christmas decorations. Strict adherents use 
holly, ivy and of course, mistletoe. While 
holly and ivy are to be found in gardens and 
hedgerows, mistletoe usually only appears in 
greengrocers' shops, or high in a tree well 
out of reach. 

Mistletoe is hemiparasitic, meaning that 
although its leaves enable it to feed itself 
through photosynthesis, its roots invade the 
host tree or shrub to extract water and other 
nutrients. Its favourite host trees are apple, 
lime, hawthorn, poplar or oak and it normally 
hangs as a large globe, tantalisingly high and 
totally visible once winter arrives and it is the 
only green left on the tree. There are some 
spectacular examples in Windsor Great Park, 
clearly visible from the path on the opposite 
side of the River Thames. 

We all know about the almost translucent 
white berries, fleshy and sticky, which form 
in the forks of mistletoe's many branches. 
While they are toxic to humans, they are 

attractive to birds. 
When birds have 
enjoyed the juicy flesh, 
they wipe the 
remaining seeds off 
their beaks onto the 
nearest branch 
[somewhat like small 
children wiping sticky 
hands on any surface 
close by – mummy's 
face or clothes?]. With 
luck the seed remains stuck to the bark and 
solves mistletoe's problem of reproduction. 

In Greek mythology, mistletoe gave access to 
the Underworld. Romans thought it 
represented Peace, Love and Understanding 
and perhaps that is how it has sidled into our 
Christmas celebrations. The earliest 
documentary evidence for kissing under 
mistletoe dates from the sixteenth century. 
Some people think a berry should be 
removed after each kiss. Given the small size 
of pieces generally available these days, 
perhaps that is a practice not to be pursued! 

Kirsty Steele  

John Lennon 
It was 40 years ago, on 8th December 1980, 
that John Lennon – rock musician, peace 
activist and a founder of the Beatles – was 
shot dead, aged 40, outside his New York 
City apartment by a deranged fan. 

Lennon is usually regarded as anti-Christian, 
but he denied being “anti-Christ or anti-
religion”. Three months before he died he 
said he had a spiritual side, but “the whole 
religion business suffers from the ‘Onward, 
Christian Soldiers’ bit. There’s too much talk 
about soldiers and marching and 
converting”. 

As a youngster Lennon attended St Peter’s 
Anglican Church in South Liverpool, where 

he was a member of the youth group, but his 
post-Beatles single Imagine is widely 
regarded as being an “atheist anthem”, and 
his remark in 1966 that the Beatles had 
become more popular than Jesus led to 
threats and protests in America. 

However, in the 1970s Lennon did in fact 
show a strong interest in Christianity, saying 
the Beatles were always on the side of Christ. 
In 1977 he wrote some Christian songs and 
told friends he had become a born-again 
Christian. But his wife Yoko Ono took him to 
Tokyo and pulled him away from this; 
eventually he was said to have retained only 
universalist ideas. 

Tim Lenton  
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Across 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and 
spreads them out like a tent to live in’ (Isaiah 
40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it 
returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a 
blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) 
(3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad 
the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite (Job 
2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the 
USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — 
(4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose for his 
confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 
 
Down 
1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  

3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance 
of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the governance of the 
Roman Catholic Church (5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with 
them on their second journey to Egypt (Genesis 
43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. 
Stop doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)  
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the 
son of man that you care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) 
(2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah 
(4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by 
Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which 
Naaman would have preferred to wash 
(2 Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from 
inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St 
George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 

 December Crossword november SOLUTION 
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Looking for Something? Try Page 
Aerial installation 20 

B & B 23 

Bookshop 28 

Builders & Property Maintenance 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 31, 32, 34, 37 

Carpentry & Joinery 32 

Childcare 23 

Chimney Sweep 36 

Cleaning 23, 26, 32, 34 

Clock Repair 21 

Computing 23, 28 

Education 27, 28 

Electrical 20, 31, 32 

Fashion 27 

Flooring 21 

Funeral services 25, 29 

Garden Services 23, 26, 27, 34, 36 

Hall Hire 29, 30, 33 

Health & Beauty 24, 26, 27, 28 

Health care 31, 37 

Hotels / Public Houses / Coffee 35, 36, 37 

House & Home 21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 34 

Jewellery 34, 37 

Legal 26 

Logs Supplier 28, 34 

Medical 27, 31 

Motor Servicing / MOT / Sales 25 

Mower Repairs 26 

Optician/Audiology 37 

Photography 34 

Plumbing & Heating 20, 22, 29, 32, 34 

Residential Care 20, 24, 35, 38 

Telephone Services 26 

Tree Surgeon 26, 28 

Tutoring 27. 28 
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CARE AND/OR ANIMAL SITTING SERVICES 
 

DO YOU NEED A SHORT TERM LIVE-IN CARER? OR A HOUSE/ANIMAL SITTER TO TAKE 

CARE OF BUSINESS WHILE YOU ARE AWAY? 
 

I am a professional, mature, caregiver & animal si�er with 12 years experience working 

for reputable agencies. 
 

Sociable, educated, fit & healthy, a good cook with many prac"cal skills, I can offer an 

elderly person who has some independence: 

 

* up to one week's assistance  * respite care  * ad hoc day care 
 

I am completely trustworthy, carry insurance and a current DBS cer"ficate. 
 

Please ring me for a preliminary chat:   ANGELA - 07880 550653 
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PARISH OF ALDINGBOURNE, BARNHAM AND EASTERGATE  
Registered Charity Number: 1131523  

 
PARISH CLERGY  

The Revd. Tony Brant        01243 544735  
The Revd. Sheila Higgins        01243 553901 

The Revd. Graham Reeves       01243 265209  
 

Parish Administrator:  

Vera Saunders  Email:  parishofabe@btinternet.com     01243 542410 
     
PARISH OFFICE  

The Parish Office is situated at “The Church in the Market Place”  
35 Barnham Road, Barnham, Bognor Regis, W.Sussex. P022 OER  

Tel: 01243-553955. (Answer machine out of office hours)  

Email:  parishofabe@btinternet.com  Website: www.parishofabe.org.uk  
 

The Office is open Weekday mornings, 9.30am to 12.30pm.  Office Hour every Saturday 
morning at “The Church in the Market Place” from 9am-10am, no appointment necessary.  
 

 

CHURCHWARDENS  
Aldingbourne  
Julian Buxton        01243 543930  
 

Barnham  
Steven Maple         07720 046277  

Bradley Smith          07931 527724  
 

Eastergate  
Gary Courtnadge         01243 552099  

Richard Brown         01243 554001 
           

PCC Secretary:    Maggie Courtnadge    01243 552099  
PCC Treasurer:    Andrew Dunlop     01243 543755  
Parish Safeguarding Officer:  Peter Higgins     01243 553901  
Mothers’ Union: Branch Leader  Sharon Priest     01243 555905  
Sunday Seekers:    Hedda Wells     01243 696811  
Younger Sunday Seekers:  Kate Holland     01243 544186  
Parish Play ‘n Pray time:   Hedda Wells     01243 696811   
Parish Magazine Editor:   Jonathan Stapleton   07776 137617 

Magazine Advertising Manager Sarah Tripp    01243 699820 
Clerk and Sexton - Aldingbourne  Chris Scawen    01243 545796  

Website Administrator  Steven Maple     07720 046277  
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LOCAL SOCIETIES 
& INFORMATION 

CONTACT 
DETAILS 

Aldingbourne  
Bell Ringers  

Monday 7-9pm  

Sue Kennedy  
01243 543530 

Aldingbourne and  
District Bowls Club  

Alan Rust  
01243 866482  

Aldingbourne and  
District Target  
Shooting Club  

Roger Ayling 
07450 367357 

Aldingbourne 
Tennis Club 

Joy Gardiner 
01243 552049 
 Hilda Bashford 
01243 553365 

Barnham Scout Group 
Mark Guy gsl@1stbarnhamscouts.org.uk 

www.1stbarnhamscouts.org.uk 

“B.E.A.D.Y.S” 
St Wilfrid’s Hospice 
Support Group 

Gill Kelly 
01243 552230 

Eastergate Cricket Club  
Chairman:  Steve Grant 
lambs784@gmail.com 

Colts Director:  Chris Radford  
christianradford@btinternet.com 

Eastergate Players 
Chris Playford 
01243 542574 

Peregrine Explorer 
Scouts 14—18 years 

Toby Hewson 
01243 554959 

Rangers, Guides, 
Brownies and 
Rainbows 

Mrs Sue  
Simpson 

01243 542387 

St Andrew’s by the 
Ford 

 Evensong Choir 

Eileen Keough 
01243 552577 

LOCAL SOCIETIES 
& INFORMATION 

CONTACT 
DETAILS 

Arun Councillors  
John Charles  

Christopher Hughes 
Isabel Thurston 

07889 988612  
07479 211391 
07410 441589 

Aldingbourne  
Parish Council (Clerk) 
clerk@aldingbourne-

pc.gov.uk 

Lindy Nash 
 07523 243068  

Barnham & Eastergate 
Parish Council (Clerk) 

Alison Crabb 
07565 052617 

Aldingbourne  
Community Sport Centre 
enquiries@acsc.org.uk 

01243 543948  

Barnham Community Hall 
Bookings/Enquiries 

Ali Tarbard  
01243 278110  

Eastergate Parish Hall 
Bookings/Enquiries 

assistantclerk@barnhamande
astergate-pc.gov.uk       

Nina-Maria 
McMaster 

07849 356 097 

Five Villages 
Community Minibus 

Mr B David  
01243 553635  

Eastergate Primary School 
Hall  

Bookings/Enquiries 

Clare Pascoe 
01243 542297 

Five Villages Society 
Joanna Williams 
01243 551524 

Village Friends 07925217843 

WI, Westergate 
2nd Tuesday, 2pm 

Jacky Barugh 
01243 545910 

WI, Eastergate & Barnham 
2nd Friday 7.30pm 

07932 057589 

Six Villages Archery Club 
www.sixvillages 
archeryclub.org.uk  

WI Eastergate Friends, 2nd Monday, 10am 
eastergate.friendsWI@hotmail.com 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Printed by Ormiston Six Villages Academy,  Reprographics Department 


